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Around the world, humanity's 7000+ languages are in an increasingly fragile state. 
Many have pointed out that they are disappearing at a faster rate than endangered biological 
species. Rescuing them from oblivion requires a global effort, and CIIL, as a visionary 
institution in one of the world's linguistic giants, has a vital role to play in this quest, making it 
vital to look forward as well as looking back on this 53rd Foundation Day.

In this talk I will first survey some of the main issues threating linguistic diversity around 
the world, and shaping our responses to it. I then focus on a fascinating set of issues in the 
Indigenous languages of Australia: the wide variety of 'metasemantic' devices developed by 
their speakers in order to talk about, and represent, meaning in their languages. This is a 
salutary reminder that humans do not need to be literate in order to develop sophisticated 
approaches to analysing their own languages, and that the most interesting findings of 
linguistic research will listen to what speakers have to say themselves, rather than simply 
imposing outside research agendas. It will also take us on a journey into the world-view of 
Australia's rich linguistic traditions, since, as Leo Spitzer put it, 'of all linguistic branches, it is 
in semantics that the changes due to cultural development can best be seen at work, for 
“meaning” is the best barometer of cultural climate'. In the final part of the talk I return to the 
potential and the challenges of CIIL as an institution in one of the most linguistically diverse 
parts of the world.

Saturday, July 17, 2021 at 11:10 am IST

Nicholas (Nick) Evans is a Distinguished Professor of Linguistics at 
the Australian National University ANU, and directs the Australian 
Research Council Centre of Excellence for the Dynamics of 
Language (CoEDL) as well as the Evolution of Cultural Diversity 
Initiative (ECDI). His research interests include typology,  language 
documentation, comparative language studies, translation & 
interpretation studies, and language in culture & society.
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Rama Kant Agnihotri

Lecture 2

It is indeed ironical that the project of language 
education remains plagued by a set of irrational beliefs and 
stereotypes in spite of overwhelming evidence to the 
contrary. We assume that our classes are monolingual; 
languages that learners bring from home are obstacles to 
learning the school languages; that language is learnt in a 
linear order; and that the only model available to teach is to 
adopt the model of 'a teacher, a book, a language, a 
method and a test'. We also tend to believe that there is a 
one-to-one correspondence between speech and script; 
that discrete skills of LSRW add up to language texts and 
that correcting errors would bring students closer to 
accurate and fluent language behaviour. We fail to 
appreciate the fact that learners come equipped with a 
Language Faculty; they have the ability to abstract highly 
complex rules from texts and tasks that are engaging and 
challenging; that Multilinguality is constitutive of being 
human and can be used as a resource in the classroom.

Sunday, July 18, 2021 at 11:00 am IST

Rama Kant Agnihotri is a Professor of Linguistics and former 
Head, Department of Linguistics at the University of Delhi. 
He is interested in and has taught and written extensively 
about Applied Linguistics, Morphology, Sociolinguistics and 
Research Methods. He also works with several NGOs 
across India in the area of primary school education.
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Awadesh Kumar Mishra

Lecture 3

The education of children through their mother tongues has been a 
concern for all stakeholders for a long time. The Constitution of India, the NCERT, 
the NPE-1986, the NCF-2005, etc. have been talking about it for the past few 
decades. The NEP-2020 reaffirms this commitment and reiterates that the 
“three-language formula” will continue to be implemented. About 120 
languages/mother tongues are already used as subjects of instruction and about 
35 languages/mother tongues are used as mediums of instruction at various 
levels of school education in India. This is the time when we should understand 
what is lacking and what needs to be done about the education of children who 
speak minority/non-scheduled/tribal languages as their mother tongues. There 
are certain issues related to placing these languages/mother tongues in school 
education which include, among others, the issues of identification/selection of 
languages/mother tongues, developing writing systems for the languages/ 
mother tongues which are still unwritten, standardisation of writing systems for 
existing languages/mother tongues used as mediums/subjects of instruction, 
developing scientific and technical terms in mother tongues for academic use, 
producing teaching-learning materials in multiple mother tongues/languages, 
availability of teachers and teacher-training, and so on. This talk discusses these 
issues and makes suggestions for overcoming the challenges.

Monday, July 19, 2021 at 10:40 am IST

Awadesh K Mishra is a Professor of Linguistics in the 
Department of Linguistics, The English and Foreign 
Language University, Shillong Campus. His research 
interests include language documentation, language 
education, and descriptive linguistics with special reference 
to languages of North-East India.
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